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who announced me asked me to be as brief as possible, but
the talk became a very thorough discussion, ranging over the
whole field of current issues.

The General was short and thickset, a sturdy figure with
a frank, almost jovial, somewhat rotund face* The out-
standing thing about him was his bright, clear eyes* He
wore an eyeglass* His words were few, explicit, and definite*
He put*questions. He preferred gathering information to
giving explanations- He was the exact opposite of von
.Blomberg.

In a few sentences I gave my general impression of
National Socialist developments, touching on the new
difficulties which had arisen, and emphasizing that some
of them were gratuitous, arising out of our rearmament and
the new, strongly nationalistic policy, but caused by heedless
and unnecessary provocations.

"What are the aims of your Polish policy?" asked von
Fritsch.

"I am sorry to see/' I said, "that the new German policy
toward Poland is generally regarded only as a temporary
tactical expedient. Unpopular as a settlement with Poland
may be, I regard it as indispensable to any German
recovery/'

"What do you mean by a settlement?" asked von Frifcsch.
"Recognition of the present German frontiers, or their
revision in Germany's favour?'*

I replied that it would certainly mean war if we started off
with frontier revisions. But such revisions might perhaps
roundoff a long period of improving relations. That would
avoid^war. To the best of my knowledge Brtining, the former
Chancellor, had secured the consent of Britain and the
United States to a revision of our eastern frontiers* Even in
Poland there were influential circles which had grows,
accustomed to the idea of frontier revision. It would
naturally be a minimum concession. But it seemed to m&
better first to attack other questions* the settlement of which
would eventually lead to or at least substaaitially facilitate
revision-                                                         T

"What question? Political, econoniic co^opetatioa?"
so-"                                  .      "